
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Business
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (98) NAYS (1) NOT VOTING (1)
Republicans       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats
(54 or 98%)       (44 or 100%)       (1 or 2%) (0 or 0%) (0) (1)
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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
106th Congress May 24, 2000, 3:37 p.m.
2nd Session Vote No. 108  Page S-4364 Temp. Record

MCDONALD NOMINATION/Member of the Federal Election Commission

SUBJECT: Nomination of Danny Lee McDonald, of Oklahoma, to be a Member of the Federal Election Commission.
Confirmation.

ACTION: NOMINATION CONFIRMED, 98-1 

SYNOPSIS: Danny Lee McDonald was born August 26, 1946, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He received a B.A. from Oklahoma State
University in 1971. His employment history includes the following: 1972, Chief Clerk, Tulsa County Clerk's

Office; 1974-1979, Secretary, Tulsa County Election Board; 1979-1982, General Administrator, Oklahoma Corporation
Commission; 1982-present, Democratic Commissioner, Federal Election Commission. 

Those favoring confirmation contended:

Argument 1:

Danny McDonald has served on the Federal Election Commission (FEC) exceedingly well over the last 18 years as one of the
three Democrat members of the agency responsible for enforcing Federal election laws. Though he believes that there are flaws in
the current system of campaign contribution laws and that contribution limitations ought to be increased, he has fully enforced the
law and has respected the limits of the FEC's authority. Commissioner McDonald is currently the Vice Chairman of the FEC and
has served as Chairman three times. We urge our colleagues to support this Democrat nominee to the FEC who has served ably for
18 years and, more importantly, to support the established system of confirming members to the commission as selected by their
respective parties. 

Argument 2:



VOTE NO. 108 MAY 24, 2000

Commissioner McDonald, a Democratic appointee,  has been a member of the FEC for 18 years. His track record has been poor;
his views and actions have been soundly rejected by the Federal courts in dozens of cases. In fact, two of those cases resulted in
the United States Treasury paying fines because the action taken by Commissioner McDonald and the FEC was "not substantially
justified in law or fact." Also, we find troubling his pursuit of the chairmanship of the Democratic National Committee while serving
on the FEC. That pursuit calls into sharp question both his impartiality and judgement, though we do not believe that it disqualifies
him from being reconfirmed.

The FEC is a bipartisan commission designed to have three Democrat members, picked by Democrats, and three Republican
members, picked by Republicans. Though we disagree with Commissioner McDonald and have serious questions about some of
his actions, we are fully prepared, without hesitation, to respect the wishes of Democrat Senators by confirming him. We will not
use his views on campaign finance laws as a litmus test, which is a courtesy that many of our Democratic colleagues failed to extend
to our FEC nominee on the previous vote. We urge our colleagues to reconfirm Commissioner McDonald to yet another term on
the FEC.

Those opposing confirmation contended:

We believe that Commissioner McDonald's disagreement with current Federal election laws, and the questions raised by our
colleagues about Commissioner McDonald's actions while on the FEC, including the multiple Federal court rejections of his
opinions in Federal campaign cases and his pursuit of the chairmanship of the Democratic National Committee while on the FEC,
disqualify him from continuing to serve on the FEC. Members of the commission should be individuals who display good judgement
in their rulings and actions. Commissioner McDonald has not, and should therefore be rejected.


